
ACARS  (Aircraft Communication Addressing and Reporting System)  
 
ACARS data is transmitted real-time via VHF radio during ascent and descent from airports.  This 
data is mostly proprietary and typically can only be obtained via subscription.  Since ACARS data 
normally begins at the 2,000 foot level, RAOB automatically prompts the user to add “surface” 
data in order to optimize the calculation of the sounding’s thermodynamic analyses.  See 
example prompt message below … 

 
 

 
 
If “Skip” is selected, RAOB continues processing without surface data.   
 
If “Add Surface Data” is selected, then the following data entry form 
is presented to the user … 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Note: the ACARS decoder is only available with the optional Special Data Decoders module. 


